TORNADO CAN'T
BLOW AWAY LUV

BY MARKMORALES
and JAMES FANELLI
DAILY NEWSWRITERS
A DETERMINED BRIDE and
‘groomweathered a major setback
yesterday — getting hitched even
though one of Thursday's torna-
doswrecked theirweddingsite.
Jacqueline Wong, 32, and Ken-

ny Lo, 34, planned to exchange
vows in a stately gazebo at the
Queens Botanical Garden. Until
the storm hit, the picturesque and
popular nuptials location had
been framed by two weeping wil-
lowtrees.

The 125-mph winds on Thurs-
day sent one of the 100-foot trees
crashing onto the wooden gazebo
andbroke branchesinthe other.

But the cool couple remained
calmer than the eye of a storm
when garden caretakers told
them Friday their dream location
hadbeenruined.

“T was fine with it,” said Wong,
a Jersey City schoolteacher. “You
have to look at the positive side.
Youwant to marry the personyou
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Storm's aftermatll couldn’t keep beaming bride Jacqueline Wong and
Kenny Lo from getting hitched at Queens Botanical Garden yesterday.

love — no matter the circum-
stance.”

The bride and groom decided
to simply say “I do” in another
part of the 39-acre botanical gar-
den. The view was less scenic, but
the couple was glad the wedding
wasstill there.

“I would have been crushed if
we were told we couldn’t have it
in the park at all” said Lo, of
Flushing.

The couple met on a blind date
threeyearsago atthe South Street
Seaport. Even then, Wong took
setbacks in stride — Lo showed up
an hourlate because of traffic.

Lo has been determined to tie
the knot at the botanical garden
since he wasakid.

“I grew up here, and I always
wanted to get married someplace
close,” he said. “The garden was
my No. 1 choice.”

The uprooted weeping willow
was planted 27 years ago, accord-
ingto garden officials. The gazebo
was still intact, but a nearby foun-
tain took the brunt of the tree’s im-
pact.

Susan Lacerte, the garden'’s ex-
ecutive director, said the storm
caused $50,000 to $70,000 in
damage.

“That garden has been a very
important part of the Queens Bo-
tanical Garden for the last 27
years,” Lacerte said.

But she said the garden would
takea page from the newlyweds.

“Just like the bride and groom
adapted, we have to adapt,” she
said. Jjfanelli@nydailynews.com

MORE ONLINE: See photos and
video of tornado damage at: -
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